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Senior B 2011 Division Report

This season had many challenges and I want to thank the entire RMLL executive for their assistance and support. 

The Senior B/Junior A interlock schedule was re-addressed after the AGM and it was agreed to maintain the interlock in the 2011 season.  Although the 2011 season seemed relatively uneventful, the separation or continuation of the 2 divisions remains unresolved and maintains status quo.  

There were several problems with our Sr B draft this season due to mistakes of birthdate entries placed into the RMLL registration system.  Several players, north and south, were not of senior age and were drafted by the senior teams. One player that was of senior age was left off of the list because information was incorrectly entered. The teams caught this specific omission immediately and it was rectified at the actual draft. When the errors were discovered, despite manually pre-checking the list for visible errors, it was too late to change the outcome and teams lost those draft picks for 2011. The onus ultimately is on the Sr B teams to research their draft picks but we also have to be very aware of the fact that the Sr draft is the only draft in the RMLL that deals within our own RMLL system. We have to stress to the Jr divisions the importance of entering their player registration correctly. And perhaps a final check of the draft list by each junior team, prior to the draft, would assist to find any errors/omissions. 

Congratulations to Mike Fynn, the players and the team personnel for the successful inaugural season of the Senior C league.  This is a very positive step for senior lacrosse in Alberta. Not unexpectedly, there were a few small blips to resolve over the season between the 2 divisions. But, they were generally pretty minor and cooperation seems to be working well.  

A huge change to the Sr B division this season was the implementation of the 40 man protected list. On the whole, it worked fairly well and the division will continue to work on closing a few loopholes that will improve the system.

Regular season final standings came down to the final night of play. The outcome of the 2011 season was a north/north and south/south playoff. Each of those series resulted in an unexpected sweep. In the south, the 4th place Knights defeated the 1st place Raiders and the 2nd place Miners defeated the 3rd place Outlaws in the north.  The provincial series went the full 5 games and resulted in a 1-goal win for the Miners in game 5.  There could not be a closer result.  Of concern is the scheduling of floortime, the availability of arenas and senior referees. The Sr division needs to resolve the communication issues that they seem to experience in planning their playoffs. 

The 2012 season will be a big year for the Sr B division as the Spruce Grove Slash gear up to host the 2012 Presidents’ Cup. I expect it to be highly competitive season.

On the national level, there were several issues arising throughout the year, culminating with this year’s Presidents’ Cup.  

a) The ALA representative team has been reclassified as a Type 2 team, allowing the ALA rep to pick up 3 players, laterally or below, from other teams in their league.  This puts us par with BC and a level below Ontario.  

b) Of a major concern is the use of paid players in Sr B. Several teams at the PC this year were loaded with professional players and the general perception is that it is making a mockery of the Sr B amateur game. The allegations that these players have been paid to play Sr B seem abundant from many sources, including the players themselves.  The practice has been seen before at the Sr B level but was never as widespread as this year.  The RMLL Sr B division is actively pursuing this and hopes to be able to implement regulation changes at the CLA level.  I attach quotations from articles written after the final game. It’s very sad to see quotes like this published in the media.

Player: “To be entirely truthful, some of the teams are paying big money, and that’s why a lot of the pros came,” he said.

Coach: “With two injured goalies and a bench depleted by a week of intense play, Mohawks coach XXXXX had no excuses for the dropped passes and missed plays in the team’s last game.

My heart goes out to the ownership group that invested a lot of money trying to put together a group of guys to compete for the Presidents’ Cup,” said XXXXX. “I would like to say that we competed, but the truth is that we didn’t compete and we let them down.”

Shauna Sterparn

RMLL Sr B Commissioner
