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JUNIOR A COMMISSIONER; VICE-PRESIDENT AND MINTO     




REPORT  2010

This season generally proceeded smoothly, however, as with every season, some issues arose that point to areas that must be addressed in the forthcoming season.

From as Executive view point the most time consuming and cumbersome process was that of discipline and appeals. I will be presenting some amendments to the existing bylaws to attempt to streamline this process. Anyone who had to administer this process this year agreed that changes were necessary. There appears to be a wide spread misunderstanding of the types of matters that can actually be appealed. This needs to be clarified. As well, the way the bylaws presently read, those matters that are appealable can be appealed as many as four times in some situations. Having conducted discipline and appeals in the GELC and the ALA and now in the RMLL I believe that there should only be one level of appeal for most matters and anything else should require leave. As well, there has to be power given the Appeals Chair to simply rule that a matter is not appealable. The cost of an appeal should be much higher to discourage some of the frivolous appeals we had to deal with this year. These appeals are very time consuming and taxing to the Executive members forced to deal with them. 

From a League perspective our new website and the systems instituted by Christine, and Lisa, last year operated efficiently this season. The divisions operated autonomously for the most part with league assistance in scheduling and related administrative matters. And I suppose the league could continue to glide along in its present format for years to come with the systems in place. We can continue to wonder why we lose players in the RMLL in the major centers, particularly Edmonton, to the point where we have almost no junior program below Tier One; why we continue to struggle at the Minto Cup; why some of our top end players continue to seek moves to BC or Ontario; and why the present structure does not seem to address these concerns. We have seen a retention report and other studies which point the way to the future, but which continue to be ignored as the years go by. 

The pyramid structure in Alberta is inverted to the detriment of the development of our top players and the retention of larger numbers of players who could eventually become top players given the appropriate development model. Until this is addressed and accepted through all of the divisions we are going to have problems competing at the highest levels.

This season the Junior A Division sent perhaps the strongest entry yet to the Minto Cup. It is fair to say that the Raiders played seven  good periods out of nine. The very first period and the very last negatively skewed the overall result. In the first game, the team was forced to deal with  a very poorly organized opening ceremony that reduced the warm up from 60 minutes to 20.  However, it is clear that we still have a significant ways to go to develop the very top end stick skills that seem to give the top Ontario and BC teams an edge. In the last game the Raiders grew frustrated at failing to score after dominating long stretches of the second period. The Raiders are hosting the Minto next season in Okotoks and their management team was present throughout the Minto in Coquitlam to observe the organization of the event.

Again, the Midgets played very well in the concurrently run National midget tournament, losing only two games to the ILA. It is to be noted that the provincial bantam and midget teams featured 17 of 19 players from Southern Alberta. This has lead to discussion of the situation in Edmonton both in the short and long term with respect to player recruitment and development.

There are urgent developmental issues facing us at the minor and junior levels in Alberta. It is imperative that we stop discussing and actually implement the necessary steps.
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