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2011 Founders Cup – Saskatoon
This is a review of the Founders Cup in Saskatoon August 15-21, 2011.  These are my personal observations.

VENUE - Kinex Arena

Old barn with little seating, large and very well air conditioned dressing rooms.  Washrooms very clean.
Concession - best part of the whole week.  Amazing food, great prices.  Gerry Trobek cooked fantastic meals for the players at reasonable prices and was extremely accommodating on schedules.  Team meals were offered in the flyer.

OPENING/CLOSING CEREMONIES

None 

BUSING

Fabulous.  Only Mounties and 6 Nations used busing.  Both stayed at the Radisson.  Driver - Doug - was awesome.  Flexible and friendly.  Greeted the players and wished us luck before every game.

BANQUET

Food was OK - our team was called last and had little to choose from.  Some chicken was inedible because of being undercooked.  Players did not report this.  Comedian was good.

PHOTOGRAPHER

Awful - terrible pictures.  Can’s possibly be a “professional” photographer.  Disappointing to our team because we have always purchased a lot of photos for our year end book.  

COMMUNICATION

Randy bent over backward to help us out with whatever we asked for.  CLA representatives were at the Coaches meeting so introduced themselves and made a point to ask me before each game if there was anything happening.  After the games, sought me out to give me my copy of the game sheet which was very helpful.  

WEBCAST

I met one of the announcers and he was a great guy.  Loves lacrosse, biased toward SWAT which is expected.  Corrected the names when I pointed them out to him.  Announcer in the box never did change them.  Good for people who weren’t able to make it.  My family in Nova Scotia loved it!

MEDIA

Laughable - completely biased and only talked about SWAT and 6 Nations.  Not even honourable mention of our games.  Nothing.  Calgary is no better though so we didn’t expect much.  In Guelph, the coverage was amazing - extensive and spread out.  Not since though.

OBSERVATIONS

Great week.  As always should be cut shorter.  Schedule should be scrutinized and teams at least allowed to make suggestions.  eg - all teams played final game one night at 8:00 pm then first one next day at 2:00 pm (except SWAT) but on our day we had the 8:00 pm game then the first game was at 11:00 am due to banquet.  Could have been changed.  Also games on final day - 3 weeks before tournament started I asked Doug Luey to consider moving each game back by 2 hours (teams that played first game played at 5:00 pm day before) to allow teams the option of flying vs driving.  No consideration given to the suggestion at all.

Great week in Saskatoon!

Jaye Bacon

Manager – Calgary Mountaineers 

