                                  [image: image1.png]ROCKY I MOUNTAIN

LACROSSE LFAGUF




Annual Discipline Report to the RMLL Executive
Sept.20,2010

Dear Members,

The 2010 season saw quite a number of suspensions & fines. There were 65 different suspensions. 60 players, 5 coaches, as well as numerous fines for assorted transgressions. 12 of these cases reached my desk. Most of the cases for further discipline, involved abuse of officials & deliberate attempt to injure.
Here is the breakdown by division:

Div.
   Suspensions
Games
Reg.season

Playoffs
Sr.B –         7


17


4

3
Jr.A
         4


8


3

1

Tier1          10
           18


9

1

Tier2          26

64


26

0

Tier3          15

42


15

0

Jr.Lad         3


11


3

0

Sr.Lad        0


0


0

0

It is very apparent that the bulk of the suspensions involve the Tier 2 & 3 divisions. The  2 commissioners have dealt with an extraordinary amount of unacceptable behavior. It also appears that the less competitive the division, the less respect is shown to the game, its’ rules, or the officials.
The onus is on the coaches, managers & players of these 2 divisions to clean up their act & stop trying to injure each other. 

On the other side of things. the most frustrating part of this position is having to read between the lines in a lot of these cases. The referee reports most times, are not clear & do not include incidents that led to the incident or there is no report to clarify if there even was an offense. It did become apparent that some referees were quick to throw someone out &  were noted on numerous reports as the abused official. There comes a time when they need to be accountable as well. I am not suggesting in any way that this is the case in most of the suspensions. In fact, I’m sure that all of them are justified. But I saw too many times where the official was over zealous in their assessment & there is no recourse for the other party.  It is my suggestion that we take this factor into consideration, when assessing discipline. ( a prime example is when an official is trying to break up a fight/altercation & is hit leaning in. There is a protocol to this procedure & isn’t always followed.) We will always protect the referee in their capacity, but sometimes they make mistakes as well.
In closing, Lacrosse is a physical, emotional game & there will always be incidents, but let’s try & keep them to a minimum.

Yours in Lacrosse,

Mike Fynn,

RMLL Discipline Chair

Mike Fynn

RMLL Discipline Chair.

