RMLL AGM

Sr Breakout Session

November 26, 2006

Participants:

Duane Bratt, Calgary Mountaineers

Brian Broks, Sherwood Park Outlaws

Phil Smythe, Sherwood Park Outlaws

Denny Poulin, Sherwood Park Outlaws

John Jenkins, Representing the Calgary Raiders

Geoff Wright, Spruce Grove Slash

Terry Dokken, Spruce Grove Slash

Brent Dawkins, Airdrie Knights

Jared McNicol, Airdrie Knights

Elaine Kachor, Red Deer Rage
1. Commissioner

· The teams wanted to approach Earl Caron to be senior commissioner. The issue was raised about having a player as commissioner. This was rejected in Caron’s case because of the respect that he has from all the teams and his knowledge of the league. Bratt agreed to ask Caron. [Postscript: Earl Caron is the new Senior Commissioner]
2. CLA Type 1 or 2 

· Concern was raised that while the Can-Am teams can add 3 players at the President’s Cup – the Alberta teams cannot. Alberta senior ball is not at the level of BC or Ontario. Therefore, we will ask the ALA to approach the CLA to have Alberta redesignated a Type 2 province.

3. Presidents Cup

· Based on the new CLA rotation policy, Alberta is due to host the President’s Cup in 2008. Bratt was asked to develop an application timeline (based on the Minto Cup timeline) for the 2008 President’s Cup. All teams were encouraged to apply.

· For the 2007 President’s Cup. The ALA will be asked to book 30 airline tickets to Ontario. The league champion would then pay for those seats.
4. Team Declaration – B or C

· The teams want to remain Sr. B. However, they would still like the opportunity to attend invitational Sr.C-type tournaments. But not the Canadian Sr. C Championship (if it occurs).  

5. Expansion

· There were no expansion applications at the AGM, but the deadline is Dec 31, 2006. Any expansion should come at the Sr. C level. Player availability is only one issue; any team also requires off-floor personnel. Bratt was asked to draft more specific expansion criteria – the current criteria in the RMLL regulations and draft Senior Operating Policy are too vague - and circulate among teams. Suggested ideas included: no expansion draft of existing senior players (although any player requesting a release to play on an expansion team will be honoured without compensation), expansion team would get the first pick in a draft of graduating juniors, a proposed player list must be contained that does not include graduating juniors and signed letters of intent from proposed players.
6. Season

a. Regular season

b. Playoffs

· Teams liked the 2006 regular season and playoff schedule and would use it again in 2007. Same amount of games, continue interlocking with JrAs, emphasis on south and north, and the same playoff format. They would like to finish the regular season earlier – July 18-19. This would ensure that the entire playoff rounds would be complete in sufficient time for the President’s Cup.

7. Arenas

· The Mountaineers mentioned that they might be moving their home games to the Tsu Tina reserve, but this was not confirmed. The other teams said that they would be using the same arenas that they did in 2006. 

8. Operating Policy

· The operating policy needs to be amended before it gets ratified. The key changes involve incorporating a new expansion criteria, roster size policy, and updating 3.04
9. Stats

a. Terry Dokken proposal

· The teams decided to start making yearend awards. These would be chosen by the Coaches. Awards included: MVP, playoff MVP, rookie of the year, best defensive player, best offensive player, coach of the year, goaltender of the year, and an all-star team. They support the RMLL hiring a statistician who could keep the website more current during the season. Many of the other statistics, while valuable, should be done at the team level – not at the league level. Many teams do not have the human resources to properly track statistics.

10. Other Business

a. Roster Size

· Teams would like to extend the roster to 25 carded players + 5 Sr.C players. This would allow for callups (especially for nationals), part time players (usually older), and injured players. Any team could callup any SrC player. This would help to ensure that traveling teams had an appropriate roster, instead of showing up with few players. If there was a senior C nationals, an all-star team of all the SrC players could attend. This would be the first step in creating a SrC division. The precise logistics of this change will be put into the operating policy.

b. Senior C

c. Draft

· Draft would be held in late January. Players should declare whether they wanted to enter the north, central, or southern draft. Players should be contacted by the RMLL – not individual teams. Draft should be advertised to get graduating juniors and existing seniors to come out. It should be an opportunity for a social.
d. Transfer Policy

· The new CLA transfer policy was discussed. The major implication for teams was following the paperwork and deadlines.  

