RMLL AGM

October 29, 2005

Tier III Break Session

Overview
This session was chaired by Bernie Williams, past president of Lethbridge Lacrosse. Earl Caron joined the meeting for the first half-hour and provided some comments about the development of lacrosse and the importance of a grass-roots program in post-midget lacrosse.

The session included representatives from a number of teams that had played as Tier III teams the previous season, a representative from the Calgary Chill who coached in the Calgary house league, and representatives from Southern Alberta who expressed interest in developing a Tier III league for the coming season to serve as a feeder system to the Tier II teams in Medicine Hat and Lethbridge.

As a general operating principle it was agreed that the nature and intent of Tier III should be player development. It was pointed out that with the increased profile for lacrosse created by the Calgary Roughnecks and now the Edmonton Rush there will continue to be post-midget aged players who want to take up the sport but have little or no previous experience. It was agreed that it is a big leap for inexperienced players to enter into Tier II, and that Tier III is a necessary stepping stone for player development.

Operating Policies

It was unanimously agreed that the name of the division should be “Tier III Junior”. It was noted that the existing names and levels within RMLL are confusing, and it was felt that calling the division Tier III would help to clarify that it is a feeder system into Tier II and that it is not a “house league” which implies that teams will not travel. It was agreed that teams will travel, and some teams will seek opportunities to affiliate players with Tier II teams.

With a focus on player development, it was suggested that playing minor lacrosse rules might be beneficial. It was suggested that adopting minor lacrosse rules discourages fighting and keeps the games under control. It was also suggested that using minor rules allows smaller community to utilize level 2 rather than level 3 referees. However, after some discussion and debate it was agreed that major lacrosse rules should be used but that coaches and administrators should actively discourage fighting and place a strong emphasis on skill development. The idea of fines and or suspensions for fighting were discussed, but it was ultimately agreed that the current RMLL rules and regulations should apply to Tier III in order to maintain consistency, particularly for players who may affiliate with Tier II teams and/or aspire to play at a higher level in future seasons.

Scheduling

Rhonda Croswell explained that in the previous season Tier III teams had been given a reduced team registration rate of $200 plus $35 per player and coach for registration with ALA. The group agreed to petition the RMLL executive to extend the same offer for the coming season in order to allow the teams an opportunity to get up and running. It was agreed that the scheduling format should be flexible and will be based on the number of teams that commit by December 31. It was tentatively proposed that there is the potential for three regions – the deep south (Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Brooks, Corwsnest Pass/Pincher Creek, Cranbrook, Fernie/Sparwood/Elkford), the Calgary region (Calgary house league teams, Okotoks, Olds, Rockyview) and the North (Red Deer? Edmonton? Athabasca? Vermillion, Wainwright). There is much uncertainty about the status of some teams and the regions will be finalized once teams are committed. 

The idea of league weekends was discussed where 3 or 4 teams would meet in one central location on a given weekend and would play 2 or 3 games each. It was agreed that scheduling meetings would be conducted via e-mail and telephone once the teams have been finalized. It was suggested that it would be helpful to get some assistance from the RMLL schedulers to help set up a workable season schedule in each region and across regions to ensure that each team has the opportunity to play 12 to 20 games.
Play-offs and Provincials

The idea of having some sort of play off between teams representing each zone was discussed, but it was felt that the more important focus for the coming season was to ensure that each team could be provided with a reasonable number of league games. A comment was make regarding ‘learning to walk before running” and there was general consensus that the main focus should on be league games for the coming season.
Commissioner
Bill Hamilton of the Calgary Chill was elected as the Tier III Commissioner for the coming season. It was anticipated that this position would be added to the executive structure through a proposed amendment to the RMLL By-laws.
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