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The 2004 Rocky Mountain Lacrosse League season proved to be another year of tremendous growth as we again welcomed many new teams into the league.  For the first time we saw the league broken into separate divisions complete with their own divisional board of governors and populated by representatives of each member team.  This sweeping change in governance allowed for common opponents to take a greater role in the administration of issues specific to their teams and level of play.  The divisions continue to come under the umbrella of the RMLL executive however I personally believe few would disagree with the divisional autonomy and streamlining of operations this change has provided. 

Throughout the season the league, as a whole, experienced numerous successes both on and off the floor and similarly faced many challenges.  As was hoped some of the divisions saw new teams move to the top of the season standings and, as with last year, we saw some highly entertaining and competitive play-off series across all the divisions.  

A number of the challenges we faced, issues such as scheduling and a shortage of referees, are issues common to rapidly growing organizations.  The RMLL executive are gathering the comments and concerns of the membership regarding a number of these issues and it is hoped we can learn from these shortcomings to continue to improve overall operations as we all strive to make the RMLL one of the premier lacrosse leagues in the country.   

Senior B

The Edmonton Outlaws continued to prove they are a nationally ranked team as they repeated as RMLL regular season and senior playoff Champions. They again took third place in the President’s Cup, a tournament that continues to see the level of play improve with the presence of more and more NLL calibre players.  

Notwithstanding the dominance of the Outlaws the remainder of the league continues to see the teams become more and more competitive.

Junior A

The Junior A division, playing an interlocking schedule with the seniors, completed its second season.  Both teams continue to show the dedication, spirit and competitiveness one associates with a true Jr. A franchise.   The Miners managed to sweep the playoff series over the Raiders to earn the right to represent Alberta in the National Championship however all the games were highly competitive and well contested.  Not unlike last year the Miners did the RMLL and Alberta proud at the Minto Cup and continue to earn respect from the rest of the nation.

2005 will prove to be an exciting year for this division.  After two years of the division champions traveling to Ontario and BC for a chance to contend for the Minto Cup, Alberta now has the privileged of hosting this prestigious tournament.  As the host league the RMLL is afforded two entries thus both the Raiders and the Miners will have the opportunity to compete against the best the rest of the country has to offer.

Junior B

This division again represented some of the most entertaining competition that the RMLL had to offer this season.   The division expanded to seven teams with the Warriors and the Mountaineers taking first and second respectively.   The play-offs proved to be anything but predictable as the forth place Rams defeated the highly favoured Warriors in the first round in what was a very entertaining series.  The Mountaineers eventually captured the division title in a hard fought series that saw a total of only 4 goals separating the two teams after three games.  

The Mountaineers and the Warriors represented the RMLL and Alberta in the Founders Cup, an invitational tournament, with the Warriors again bringing home the Bronze.

Tier 2 Junior

The Tier 2 Junior division continued to display the results of an ever increasing and improving minor lacrosse system in Alberta.  The division was expanded to 16 teams this season, split into equal north and south divisions.  Joining the south division were new teams from the non traditional centers Medicine Hat, Lethbridge and High River.  The calibre of play in this division is improving rapidly and will continue to do so as it will be expected to absorb the majority of the large numbers of players graduating into post midget lacrosse.

Tier 2 House League

New to this year was the formation of a Tier 2 House League in Calgary.  This division consisted of four non traveling teams playing an interlocking schedule within the city limits.  The division was created to provide a place to play for those players who were considered either less committed or who wanted to play but were previously precluded from doing so due to work commitments or other constraints.  The division was given a temporary one year approval and all initial indications are it was a success.  Although only in the idea stage there has been some talk of creating an Edmonton based version of this division for either the 2005 or 2006 season.

Conclusion 

As the RMLL moves into 2005 the focus will be to continue to build on and stream line the operational and governance changes initiated in 2004.  We will work closely with the ALRA with regards to bolstering the number of qualified referees available in the province and we will continue to gather comments/concerns from the membership and work to provide solutions.

As league chairman I am extremely excited about the future of the RMLL and lacrosse in Alberta. By continually examining existing league structures and assimilating member input we are all working together to create the strongest major lacrosse league in Canada.

Sincerely, 

Earl Caron

Chairman, Rocky Mountain Lacrosse League

