Rocky Mountain Lacrosse League

Annual General Meeting Minutes

Saturday & Sunday, October 23 & 24, 2004.

1. Meeting was called to order at 10:20 a.m.

2.Earl introduced the 2003 Executive

3. Roll Call:

Chairman – Earl Caron

Executive Director – A.J. Jomha

Secretary – Rhonda Croswell

Treasurer – Bruce Parington – Earl stated that Bruce will be unable to join us until after lunch

Sr. B. Commissioner – Ben Spooner

Jr. B. Commissioner – Rick Brisbane

Tier II Commissioner – Angus Jenkins

ALRA – No representative until Sunday as they are having their AGM today as well.

GELC – Tom Engel

RDLA/RDMLA – Steve Howard

CDLA/CMBLA – Leslie Churchill

Edmonton Outlaws – Brian Broks

St. Albert Rams – Paul Koch

Red Deer Rage – Elaine Kachor

Sr. Mountaineers – Rich Kilbride

Calgary Knights – No representative

Okotoks Glaciers – Cam Dick

Edmonton Miners – A.J. Jomha

Calgary Raiders – Dave Hanson

Calgary Chill – Don Shields

Calgary Shamrocks – Bill Weisgerber

Calgary Jr. Mountaineers – Bill Sucha

St. Albert Rams – Barb Petz

Sherwood Park Titans – David Guest

Edmonton Warriors – Tony Materi

Medicine Hat Sun Devils – Linda Robertson

Lethbridge Barracudas – John Ing

High River Heat – Cindy Dupuis

Okotoks Ice – Angus Jenkins

Calgary Bandits – no representative

Calgary Rockies – no representative

Calgary Rustlers – no representative

Calgary Wranglers – Wendy Fry

Red Deer Renegades – Sheri Kinnear

Red Deer Rampage – Rob Kachor

St. Albert Rams – Kris Partington

Edmonton Wizards – Larry Deptuck

Edmonton Warriors – Gord Brittain

Edmonton Blues – Paul Pellis

Sherwood Park Titans – Mike Golko

Grande Prairie Thrasher – Shannon Burke

Others present:  Pat Hancock – Titans, Egan Beyer – Rockyview, Randy Poulin – Outlaws, Ian Calderia – Warriors, Bob Johnson – Wizards, Terry Dokken – Rams, Hamish Knox – Raiders, Dave Wray – Miners, Jan Kirkaldy – Red Deer, Steve Gundery – Raiders, Leonard Lopatynsky – Wizards, Stuart Burke – Thrashers, Garry Pattison – Warriors, 

4. Mike Golko motioned to accept the Minutes from 2003 AGM, Seconded by Bill Weisgerber. Vote taken, motioned passed.

5. Business arising from minutes – No business arising.

6. Review of agenda – added to agenda under new business 19(a) National Tournaments, 19(b) RMLL Awards, 19(c) Website, 19(d) Breakaway Session Updates

7. Reports

a) Financial – attached

Dave Wray motioned to accept the treasurer’s financial report.  2nd by Stuart Burke.  Motion passed.

b) Chairman - attached

c) Executive Director - attached

d) Secretary/Registrar - attached

e) Sr. Commissioner - attached

f) Jr. B. Commissioner - attached

g) Tier II Commissioner - attached

h) Discipline Committee - attached

i) Scheduler – attached.

8. Election of 2005 RMLL Executive

a) Chairman – Tom Engel nominated Earl Caron, 2nd by Rick Kilbride. acclaimed

b) Executive Director – Brian Broks nominated A.J. Jomha, 2nd by Bill Weisgerber. Tom motioned that the nomination floor be closed, 2nd by Bill Weisgerber. A.J. acclaimed.

c) Secretary – Tom Engel nominated Rhonda Croswell, 2nd by Mike Golko. Steve Howard nominated Elaine Kachor, 2nd by Jan Kirkaldy.  Tom motioned that the nomination floor be closed, 2nd by Bill Weisgerber.  Vote taken. Rhonda elected to retain position.

d) Treasurer -  Brian Broks nominated Kris Partington, 2nd by Paul Koch. Paul motioned that the nomination floor be closed, 2nd by Rich Kilbride. Kris acclaimed.

e) Sr. B. Commissioner – Rich Kilbride nominated Ben Spooner, 2nd by Brian Broks. Rich motioned the nomination floor be closed, 2nd by Paul Koch. Ben acclaimed.

f) Jr. A. Commissioner – Tabled to the Jr. A. breakaway session

g) Jr. B. Commissioner – Bill Weisgerber nominated Rick Brisbane, 2nd by Don Shields. David Guest motioned that the nomination floor, be closed. 2nd by Mike Golko. Rick acclaimed

h) Tier II Commissioner – Wendy Fry nominated Angus, 2nd by Mike Golko – Angus declined nomination.  Jan Kirkaldy nominated Steve Howard, 2nd by Gord Brittain, Tom Engel nominated Leslie Churchill, 2nd by Mike Golko.  Gord motioned that the nomination floor be closed. 2nd by Ian Caldera.Vote held, Leslie elected.

i) ALRA – this position is to be decided by the ALRA

9. Jr. Girls League – (148 Jr. age in Province) – 80 Calgary – All agreed that GELC and RDLA could keep these under the umbrella of the minor programs for now.  Calgary will run a house league under the RMLL and will be run by the CMBLA the same as the Calgary House League.  Once they all fall under us the RMLL Bylaws will have to be changed. The executive and Calgary will work together on the details of running this.

10. Graduating Midgets – See Attached list – Concern was raised with regards to the amount of graduating midgets there is and there may not be spots for these young people to play.  Infrastructure is needed.  All agreed that the most important part is to keep these young people playing lacrosse.

11. House League – Referred to Tier II division for their recommendations.

12. Tournaments – Presentation by Wendy Fry (Proposal Attached) – all agreed that this was an excellent idea – was referred to Tier II breakaway session.

13. Affiliate Players – it was explained that a player can be an affiliate to any higher level team, once a player plays for one team they are not the property of that team.  A healthy player cannot be scratched in place of an affiliate.  The coaches/managers and Commissioners must approve all affiliations. A player must play minimum 4 games within their own league to qualify for provincials, this also covers midget players. There is no game limit to play up in the upper level. (Midget players cannot). The executive will make sure that the regulations are changed to read that there is no restriction on the number of teams a player can be affiliated to.

14. Breakaway Sessions:

a) Senior – report attached

b) Jr. A – report attached

c) Jr B – report attached

d) Tier II – report attached.

Saturday meeting was adjourned at 4:55 to be reconvened at 9:30 Sunday a.m.

Sunday Meeting was reconvened at 9:40 a.m.

15. ALRA – No representative 

All people present were very upset that no ALRA representative attended the meeting even though we were informed that they would be.  The RMLL had met with Neil Berg earlier and hopefully they are addressing the concerns that the RMLL has.  A concern was raised if the ALRA was addressing the issue of refs not showing up for games and if refs are being fined or what.  The RMLL will work to get together with the ALRA to try to work all issues out.

16. Other Business

a) National Tournaments

A.J. gave a review of what took place at the 2004 Minto Cup held in B.C. and attended by the Miners. A.J. stated that skill wise we have closed the gap and this was the result in the improvement of the league.  The tournament itself was disappointing – poor advertising, moving around from game to game (games played in Victoria and then Burnaby) Alberta has an excellent opportunity to make the 2005 Minto cup a real showcase and really show B.C., and Ontario how to do it. The Miners have some excellent ideas on how this can be accomplished.  A.J. then spoke on the 2005 Minto Cup.  The ALA called a meeting on September 18 of both Jr. A teams, and the presidents of GELC, RMLL, CDLA, RDLA.  A consensus was reached with this, but then a couple of days later the ALA executive reversed the decision and decided that the ALA themselves would be the host governing body.  The RMLL has appealed this decision. The RMLL will keep all informed what is taking place.

Presidents Cup – the 2005 Presidents Cup will be hosted by Kitchener-Waterloo.  John Frame recommended that possibly Calgary should look at putting a bid in to host the 2006 Presidents Cup. If Calgary does not want to the Outlaws would be willing to put a bid in.

Founder’s Cup – The 2005 Founders will be held in Saskatoon.  It was stated that all the Jr. B. teams are going to apply to go.  Earl stated that right now the Founders is an invitational tournament, but there is a big push to make this a true national.  The division’s can decide on the procedures on which teams can go, but the RMLL has the ultimate decision.  

Earl explained to all that all applications by teams to attend the Nationals should come to the RMLL first and then we will forward the applications to the ALA.

Travel budgets – The ALA only gives the provincial champion their registration ($1000.00 which is under the ALA guidelines for funding) to attend nationals.  The RMLL Executive will look into the possibility of getting bingo’s, casinos, etc to setup a travel fund.

b) RMLL Awards – presentation by Terry Dokken which is attached. After much discussion this was referred back to Terry to come up with criteria on how to pick the winners, and possibility of a committee or what/who to pick.  Terry will do further work and get this back to the executive.

c) Website – Angus explained that there are to sites.  The official site www:rockymountainlacrosse and the unofficial site www:rmll.ca.  Even though the official site had gone through a facelift Angus feels that the unofficial site is user friendlier.  It is an interactive site with corporate sponsors.  All teams can enter their own information on their pages once they get the userpassword.  Angus stated that he has sponsors that have paid for the site for 5 years.  Game sheets can be scanned and sent in.  Angus would like to turn the unofficial site over the RMLL to maintain.  A.J. suggested that all look at both sites and give their feedback to the executive.

d) Each commissioner gave breakaway session overviews.  

A.J. stated that the Miners agree to Ben being named as the Jr. A. Commissioner.  The Raiders are interested but they need to take this back to their board prior to agreeing.

All present were thanked for their attendance and help with the RMLL.

Motion by Larry Deptuck to adjourn the meeting. 2nd by David Guest.  All agreed.  Meeting adjourned at 11:50

